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ANNOUNCEMENT. 


Our readers have been doubtless aware of the existence, 
hitherto, of another periodical called ‘‘ The Jewish Chronicle,” 
published weekly. That paper was commenced about two 
months after this, and was noticed in our No. 5, p. 37. It was 
always a false estimate which supposed, that the Jewish public 
would support more than one such publication, and after having 
had bitter experience of this truth, the proprietor of the Jewish 
Chronicle has issued notice of its discontinuance. The Editor 
of that paper, will henceforward assist in editing the Voice of 
Jacob; and bringing with him, as he does, the principal contri- 
butors to the Chronicle, the best features of that periodical will 
be superadded to this. The other Editor of this periodical 
henceforward, will be the learned gentleman who announced his 
intention to publish a ‘‘ Jewish Monthly Magazine ;” he also 
has deferred to the general opinion in favour of a consolidated 
Jewish Press. The Voice of Jacob will be the only issue from 
that press, until, probably, the close of its first year (in Septem- 
ber next,) but the original and more comprehensive design will 


_ be eventually acted upon, by the publication of a Monthly Mag- 


azine, calculated for general circulation, and a more popular 
periodical, at shorter intervals (probably weekly*) adapted spe- 
cially to Jewish readers. 

As heretofore sole Editor of this paper, we now retire from 
that onerous part of our duties, well satisfied with the combina- 
tion of learning and talent to which we transfer the charge ; 
aided as our successors will be, by the co-operation of so many 
whose ability to inform and instruct our community has too long 
lacked the opportunity of exercise. To have funished this op- 

rtunity, and by our humble, but unflinching efforts, to have 

_to the establishment of the Jewish Press, (inasmuch as we 
anticipate for it a high character and a beneficial influencet},) will 
always be our best recompense for the toil, mental and physical, 
as well as for the other sacrifices which this undertaking has cost 
us. Among these last, the most painful has been, the alienation of 


* Certain friends to the objects of this paper, are even now seeking such 
additional support as may warrant its 0 made a weekly publication 
forthwith. 
_t This paper, however limited its issue, has a very wide-spread circula- 
tion among the most respectable Jewish families in London, and iu provin- 
se congregations, (many of the leading men in these communities are 
coming annual subscribers). In the West Indian and other British 
Colonies, agents have been appointed. Numbers are regularly transmitted 
tothe German States—to France, Holland, &c., where Jewish organs 
y exist; and, in America, where this paper has even now attained an 
extensive circulation, it is in contemplation to publish an American Jewish 
Press }. the supply of which additional link, will materially assist the 
eed esideratum—the establishment of a regular chain of communication 
en Jews all over the world. 


Synagogue, St. Alban’s Place, improvements.—Liverpool Hebrew Educational 
Association. —Bedford Charity and the Jews. | 
FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The Jews of Jamaica.—The Jews of 
Prussia.—Jewish Mission to Africa.—The Krug Institute —Jews in America. — 
Hanoverian Government.—German Review of the Secession Proceedings. 
Review.—The Conciliator. 
Corres pondence,—N otices to Correspondents. 
Notice to Country Readers. Notices for the Ensuing Fortnight. 
Advertisements. 


friends, whose preconceived impressions have been somewhat — 
startled by our candid method of canvassing them, and of others, 

whose sway over public opinion, has been subjected to a species 
of reaction, in the bringing of public opinion to bear upon them, 
by supplying an organ for its expression. .The independence of 
our tone, upon subjects of grave-importance, has not only dis- 
affected one extreme in this age of many parties, but it has met 
no greater favour with that diametrically opposed to it. The man- 
ner in which we have avoided mere details, and exposed false 
principles, has been designed to prove, that in religious com- 


munities, where zeal is uninstructed, the end will not justify the 


means. But while we find in this inimicality of both extremes, 
the best justification of our own moderation, we look back to 
our original professions, and claim not to have swerved, in any 
particular, from the line then laid down. 

If anything in our past labours affords occasion for regret, it 
is simply the inadequacy of our own humble powers to the 
magnitude of the task we essayed, and our not having earlier 
succeeded in securing for the Jewish Press, the resources which 
are henceforward opened out for it. But, in so far as relates to the 
principles and — of the work, the Voice of Jacob will re- 
main unchanged ; and though we retire from the editorship, we 
shall continue to exercise such general direction and manage. 
ment, as may be consistent for that object. The name and form 
of this paper will continue unaltered, (the latter may be changed 
at the conclusion of the volume). We shall remain proprietor, 
and in that capacity alone, are future communications to be ad- 
dressed to us personally.—Literary contributions are to be ad- 
dressed to the Editors. While the Jewish Press remains a 
losing concern, we shall be unable to requite the services of 
those employed in it, as common justice demands; but, as it is 
sufficiently understood, that we decline any consideration for 
ourselves, we ask our readers to become subscribers (vide ex- 
planations in the last page). Those favourable to the existence oi 
a Jewish Press will, as we hope, be superior to the acceptance of 
what costs so much, for the mere 2d. at which it has been made 
available to the poor :—and those who mistrust the sufficiency 
of the materiel employed, should do their part in order that 
more be enlisted, conscious as they must be, that whatever is to 
be done, ought to be done in the best mantier, We say, is to 
be done, in the determination, that the British section of the 
Jewish press shall be no ephemeral production :—for if we have 
adventured with our ve Lcaible resources, literary and other- 
wise, to withstand such difficulties as the first establishment pre- 
sented, we are not likely to permit this post of duty to be 
wholly abandoned, so long as piety, learning, and ability will 
rally round us, or while the promotion of a hallowed cause, can 
be served by the maintenance of a Jewish Press.—J acon. 
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The Incoming Editors, in compliance with a custom, 
pretty general, if not “time honoured,” on presenting them- 
selves before the Jewish publie, im a character partially new, 
beg leave to offer a few Beery remarks, a word of 

eecting on the threshold of their vocation, a salute of pidy. 
They do not profess in commencing their career, to hold out 
advantages hitherto unknown, nor do they desire by _ 
useless novelty to gain an increase of fame and favour, whic 
from such a source must be merely ephemeral; but they do 
pledge themselves, that no efforts on their part shall be wanting 
to acquire increased confidence, and to ensure its permanency 
by a rigid adherence to the advocacy, of what in their humble 
opinion, are the highest interests of Judaism. The principles 
on which this paper has been hitherto conducted are already 
well known, cad it is hoped, appreciated; on this point, 
therefore, the editors have only to observe, that it is their 
intention to preserve the even tenor of the way marked out 
for them by their predecessor, not deviating to the right or to 
the left; and they do this from a conviction, that though the 
means employed be disputed, the end to be accomplished, 
must be approved. There is one subject however to which 
the editors would particularly request the serious attention of 
their readers, as being of vital importance to the attainment of 
a proper understanding between them and the public. The 
editors of “the Voice of Jacob” have not the remotest wish to 
legislate, they do not arrogate to themselves the right to do so; 
on the contrary, it is their earnest desire, as it is their duty, 
implicitly to yield to authority, but while they thus trust 
their spiritual guidance, and that of the Jews in general, in the 
hands of the constituted leaders, they retain the privilege, 
which is the birth-right of every free mind, of giving their 
Opinions, supported and defended by argument, for the con- 
sideration of others, and it is in this point of view that they 
wish their remarks to be regarded. They will suggest and 
advise, laying down their individual sentiments, but they will 


not presume to control;—they will favour evolution but not 
revolution. 


EXPOSITION OF THE PORTION Jpbyn3 
NUMBERS, Cu, VIII. v. 1. 


(Continued from the Jewish Chronicle.) 


This portion opens with the inauguration of the Levites into 
the priesthood. From the peculiar ceremonies observed upon 
this occasion, from the solemnities and sacrifices, we may learn 
what importance was attached to the office of minister, and 
hence may we deduce the necessity of the strictest regard to 
character and morals, in the selection of a minister at the pre- 
sent day. The minister of a congregation, as being the medium 
of its addresses to God, should certainly be the most pious 
member of the community; his conduct should be such as to 
render him at all times fit to approach the presence of the 
Divinity, in humble supplication on behalf of himself and his 
flock ; he should separate himself entirely from all worldly pur- 
suits, as being likely to detach his thoughts from heaven; and 
should devote his whole time to the study of religion and its 
expounders, that whenever called upon, either to explain, or 
defend the principles of his faith, he may be prepared to do so. 
For such a man, respect would be naturally engendered ; him- 
self, and not his office, would command reverence; and the 
_ congregation (or, rather, its officers) would look up to him as 

its superior, and not as now, but too often treat him asa servant. 
The journeys of our ancestors through the wilderness, directed 
as they were by the pillar of fire, afford us another proof of the 
Divine protection exercised in behalf of Israel, anothertestimony 
of the love of Almighty God for His chosen people; and it is 
only to be regretted, that the same passage which informs us of 
the mercy of providence, should likewise tell us of the rebellion 
of those who were so much the objects of Divine care and love: 
for we find, that though a part of the Israelites suffered from the 
exterminating fire, the remainder immediately after received 
additional marks of favour and affection. We may judge of the 
nature and extent of the murmurings, which are not fully 
detailed, from the prayer of Moses directly succeeding. He, 
the meek man, whose attachment to his flock had slvehdy been | 
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evinced under the most trying circumstances, he, who had borne 
with them at the Red Sea and at Marah, who had i 
for them, and interposed his own person (as it were) to. forma 
shield between them and offended Heaven, he was at 
aroused by their rebellion, and prayed to God to reliewe him 
from his onerous and unthankful charge. How extraordinary 
must have been the clamours to have called forth such a prayer? 
and yet we find that God, so far trom forgetng his promise to 
his faithful servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, was still 
mindful of the fathers from whom these murmuring children 
were descended, and for their sakes spared their offspring. 
What feelings of love and reverence should this mercy not 
awaken in our bosoms, who thus recognise a tacit pledge, that 
we too, as being likewise the progeny of the pious servants, 
shall also be the objects of Divine care ; and to what acts of 
piety and virtue should it not stimulate us, that we may be in 
some degree worthy of the favour we are to receive! The 
sending of the quails, another instance of the power of God, 
brings to our minds Hisattributes. Weare lost in wonder, when 
we reflect on the immeasurable extent of His might, and we 
turn in amazement to those around us, to learn the littleness of 
mortals when compared with the grandeur of the Divinity. 
How weak are man’s efforts! He toils for years, exercising his 
mental and physical energies, and, in the end, has accomplished 
—nothing. On the other hand, God but speaks,—and ere the 
echo of his words may be supposed to have died away, his 
commands are obeyed. What a lesson is this for ambition! 
what an antidote for vanity! and yet blind unthinking man 
prides himself on his acquirements, his power, his wealth, and 
sets himself up as the God of his circle—poor worm! nay less, 
for thou shalt become food for the maggot, look on thy end, 
and be humble. 

There is another circumstance in this section worthy of 
notice, the punishment inflicted on Miriam for her rebellion 
against Moses. We should learn from this, that it is our duty 
to love all mankind, and not to repine at superior good 
fortune; but more especially are we bound to those, attached 
to us by the ties of kindred, for, besides their being fellow 
creatures, they are our own flesh and blood, and by unkindness 
to them, we rend asunder those holy bonds with which the 
mercy of providence has intertwined our happiness below; and 
sever the links of that sweet chain, which renders the gentle 
slavery of fraternal love grateful to the heart, otherwise the 
least disposed to servitude. Let us then impress on the minds 
of our readers, the necessity of preserving union between 
brothers and sisters; the friendship that arises from it, carries 
its own reward ; and God will not fail to regard with favour the 
happiness that reigns around the social hearth, as a token that 
those whose ceaseless endeavours are used to, promote it, are 
only extending their observance of the fifth commandment, by 


contributing to their utmost, to the peace and felicity of their 
parents, 


ANOTHER CONVERSION. (A CONTRAST.) 


Lo the Editor of “* The Voice of Jacob.” 


Sir,—Some time in the month of March, 1839, I was sum- 
moned to visit a charity patient, residing in the neighbourhood 
of Gravel Lane. On my arrival at the house, a miserable tene- 
ment, I was directed up stairs to the third floor, where, on what 
is called a truckle bed, lay my patient, a female far advanced in 

ears, but who, from her manner and language, appeared to 

ave occupied, in early life, a station far different from that in 
which she then was. She was evidently sinking fast, more, 
however, from the decay of her natural powers than from any 
positive disease; her mental perceptions were as vivid as in her 
youth, Having made my professional enquiries, and prescribed 
what I considered necessary, I was about to take my leave, when 
she requested I would listen to a few words she wished to say 
to me, adding, ‘ they will most likely be the last I shall utter.” 
I listened attentively to her story, and took down her statement 
in writing, which I still have in my possession, signed with her 
own hand. The details appear to me so fraught with interest, 


the more so because the main points may be strictly relied on, 
that I consider they would, at the present moment, be peculiarly 
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acceptable, as forming a striking contrast to some of the cases 
of conversion from Judaism recently even If, Sir, you 
think the accompanying sketch of her history worthy of inser- 
tion in your most excellent journal, it is much at your service. 
I am, Sir, your constant reader, 
M. D. 


In a well-known town in the county of Berkshire, there 
resided a clergyman named N., having an only child, a daughter, 
who, from her rank in society, (the elder brother of the clergy- 
man being a baronet of very ancient title,) received all the 
advantages that education could bestow; among these, the 
inculcation of the tes. principles advocated by her father, 
was of course not neglected, The old gentleman, being one of 
those desirous of bringing about the conversion of the Jews, and 
being, moreover, zealous in the cause, he managed to find appli- 
cants for his religious instruction, (?) accompanied, as it was, 
by the exercise of hospitality and pecuniary bounty : (his pro- 
selytes being of the table, not ‘‘ of the gate.”) Converts, how- 
ever, were few and far between. Among those who found a 
ready welcome at the house of the clergyman, was a young 
Polish Jew named S.; and many were the religious discussions 
between them, at all of which, his daughter, the subject of our 
memoir, was an attentive auditor. The Jew, a close reasoner, 
and well acquainted with the contents of the New, as well as the 
Old Testament, was found, by our divine, to be more stubborn 
than any other of his faith with whom he had come in contact. 
Day after day was the contest renewed, but with doubtful success, 
until, at last, the reverend Host was fain to confess himself 
unable to convince his antagonist. His daughter, as we before 
observed, during the whole of this time was a patient listener, 
and while the young man was arguing upon religion with the 
father, he found time and opportunity to whisper the soft 
accents of Love to the daughter, whom he succeeded in con- 
vincing better than her father did him. One morning, after a 
night spent in a keen discussion on the mysteries of the Triune 
Godhead, which kept them later than usual, our clergyman was 
“op at not finding his daughter in her accustomed place 
at the breakfast table; the young man was also missing :—the 
reader will have anticipated the cause, she had fled from her 
father’s roof, and S. was the companion of her flight. No intel- 
ligence was heard of her for several days, when a letter, bearin 
a Foreign post-mark, was delivered to the almost distracted 
parent. It was from his daughter, then in Amsterdam, whither 
she had gone for the purpose of conversion to the Jewish faith, 
which, she said, she had adopted from her conviction of its 
truth, after hearing the conversations of her father with S.; 
that so soon as the Jewish rites permitted, she would be- 
come the wife of S., Synw mw nia and she concluded 
with soliciting her father’s pardon for the step she had taken. 
Words cannot describe the consternation which this announce- 
ment — ‘The daughter of a clergyman of the esta- 
blishe church, the niece of one of the oldest baronets of the 
United Kingdom, to elope, to marry clandestinely, to become 

e wife of a Jew, nay more, herself to become a Jewess! It 
Was grievous to find, that although the father preached charity, 

e did not practice forbearance ; his doors were closed against 
the child of his bosom, and for ever. She became an exile from 
her parent’s roof; nor was she more fortunate with the rest of 
her family, her crime was inexpiable. 3 

% + * 

Years rolled on, and Sarah S. (her name had been chenged 
to Sarah, on her conversion), the child of luxury and affluence, 
was doomed to experience want and misery. Her husband, 
finding that she was discarded by her family, and disappointed 
t the expectations he had formed when uniting himself to a 
pe yencs of so respectable a connexion, became morose and sullen; 
; “treatment soon followed ; and ultimately he forsook her, who, 

or his sake, had forsaken all. She was left to struggle with 
a family of five children, utterly destitute; yet did she not 
were she was supported by those consolations which none 
ba the truly Bo. ae can experience. - Religion had formed the 

. of her early education, the channel only was diverted. 
€ mstilled into the minds of her children those precepts she 
conviction imbibed, and this formed the solace of 
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being reconciled to his child, leaving her the whole of his pro- 
penty, on one condition ;—that she should renounce the faith she 

ad adopted. Shortly after her father’s death, that of her uncle 
also took place, he likewise bequeathed to her a considerable 
legacy, coupled with the same condition. The executors, anxious 
to fulfil the trust reposed in them, as well as to restore what 
they considered a stray sheep to the fold, endeavoured, but fora 
long time unsuccessfully, to discover the party entitled to this 
bounty. When, however, after years of anxious search and 
fruitless advertising, they succeeded, the poor creature was far 
advanced in years, and was procuring a miserable subsistence 
by keeping a petty school for the infant children of the poorer 
classes of Jews, to whom she taught the emg: og of that re- 
ligion, the adoption of which had been, to her, the source of so 
much worldly misery, but, to use her own words, of “ so much 
spiritual comfort.” They frequently visited her, but without 
success. On one occasion, after urging her for a long time to 
comply with the condition laid down in the testamentary docu- 
ments, as well of her father as her uncle, whereby she would be- 
come entitled to the possession of a fortune, now almost princely ; 
and after finding their efforts again useless, they used those ar- 
guments for proselytism which are so well known, and con- 
cluded by observing, that ‘‘ she was throwing away the interests 
of her children, as well as the means of support for her declining 
years.” ‘Trouble me no more with your importunities,” she 
answered ; ‘ this,” pointing to the Prayer Book which lay open 
on the table, and from which she had just finished reciting the 
yow with her young charges, “this is my support, this has been 
my only stay through years and years of trouble, and for this do 
I resign all the worldly goods you can offer.” ‘Time passed on, 
the horrors of penury still assailed, until, on her death-bed, 
her children, as destitute as their parent, joined their earn- 
est entreaties (urged on by the sharp thorn of distress), that 
she would, by only one word of compliance, enable them to 
be partakers of the wealth in store for her, and which they 
might inherit, without compromising their religion. ‘* What!” 
faintly uttered she, ‘‘ shall I, after having gone through so long 
a life, supported only by a firm reliance on the God of Israel, 
shall I, at the eleventh hour, renounce my hopes of Heaven? 
No, my children—for sixty years have [ lived a Jewess, and a 
Jewess will I die; troubles, indeed, have I undergone, but my 
faith has not been shaken; temptations, such as Job only knew, 
have I experienced, but the God of Abraham has enabled me to 
withstand them all. Draw near, my children, while I repeat 
those sublime words, the last that will ever pass my lips— 

‘“‘ Hear, O Israel, the Eternal, our God, is an Eternal Unity.” 
In the utterance of these words, she resigned her last breath: 
—her soul was with God. 


THE SYNAGOGUE, 
To the Editor of the “* Voice of Jacob.”’ 
Sir,—I have just risen from the perusal of a pamphlet, entitled 
“The Synagogue of Hamburgh, what it was, and what it ought 


‘to be,—dedicated to the honourable wardens of the German 


Jewish congregation of that city by an old member of that com- 
munity.” Being pleased with the work, I beg to offer a review 
for your columns. | ig 
Mildness of spirit, clearness of arrangement, lucidity of ideas, 
and, above all, a sentiment of true piety and religious zeal, 
characterize the whole production. It exhibits a striking, 
though sad picture, not only of the synagogue of Hamburgh, 
but of many similarly and equally deplorably situated. But 
however painful the reflections to which a perusal of this pam- 
phlet gives rise, I cannot but admire the caution with which the 
evidently learned author suggests the so urgently required 
reform; indeed, the principle which pervades the whole, is that 
of pious zeal combined with love of peace. A few extracts 
from the work will demonstrate this. ‘‘ We both,” says the 
author in his preface, ‘ firmly adhere to our faith, to the written, 
as well asto the oral law; neither of us wish for an altered Prayer- 
book, nor do we want an alteration of the time of prayer, or an 
altered Messiah, @ la mode, nor an Organ, nor even a emake, 
where our Heavenly Father is only to be found every Saturday 


many @ weary hour. In the meantime, her father died, without 
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The work commences with a reflection on 
which is an effusion of the inward man, and may be traced | 
throughout nature, all beings raising one chorus to the Omnipo- 
tent. The Author refutes the opinion of the modern advocates 
of a natural religion, who would leave prayer altogether to the 
spontaneous feelings of man. “ Here too,” says he, “‘ the state 
of nature must yield to culture, if we do not wish to deviate 
from the right path.” He then proves the duties of preserving 
a uniformity of liturgy, and contrasts the pertinacity which 
would cling to even letters and dots, with the a steno to 
sacrifice to the varying yw of the times. After having ex- 
plained the origin of the Peyutim, the Author remarks, ‘‘ the 
pop having been composed by different men at different 
times, are dissimilar with regard to diction; our most eminent 
men, moreover, objected to them when they originated ; length 
of time has sanctioned, but the present rejects, them. A due 
selection, made by the hand of authority, might yet preserve | 
them for a long period: in their present shape, however, the 
Peyutim must perish.” Animadverting upon the folly of 
adopting the language of other nations, the Author expresses 
himself with indignation. ‘‘ They have taken their orisons from 
our sacred Scriptures and our language. When they bereft the 
Holy Temple of its treasures, they, at the same time, plundered 
the garments of owr priests, our ceremonies, our psalms, and 
introduced them into their churches. And are we now to 
derive devotion from them ? Are we to deny our position, and 
to deprive ourselves of the last vestige of our nationality, of our 
sacred language? ‘‘ Is there no balm in Gilead?” He then 
insists upon the instruction of the young in Hebrew, so as to 
enable them to understand, at least, the language of the Prayer- 
book. With respect to the Peyutim, however, he would only 
‘have the easiest and the most intelligible of them taught ‘No 
doubt,”’ says he, ‘‘ all our Peyutim have, though by no means a 
poetical, yet a highly religious value. They contain our his- 
tory, views of morals, and an account of Judaism, They may 
edify the learned and pious man, but they are no longer calculated 
to excite devotion in the bulk of the nation. Their antiquity 
and usage are their support; the people repeat them merely 
mechanically.” The writer is very severe on the p*31n of the 
present day, and their unfitness (in general) for the posts they 
fill. Accounting for the retardation of reform, the Author says, 
‘‘ It is not for every one to undertake a reform for the collective 
body, otherwise we should have as many reforms as there are 
hands. It must proceed from the organ of the community, 
from the established authority, but even then, with prudence 
and caution, lest the remedy be productive of a disease. He 
whose sole wish it is to innovate, does not perceive the errors 
which slumber in his creation. We must confess the old 
system is dilapidated; a new one threatens danger.’’ Again, 
chapter 14, “ But behold there, the old man clasping his hands, 
and sighing, ‘ whatever is old is right, but every innovation is 
contrary to the law’. Brother! if thou 4, tang in the inno- 
cence of thy heart, and if thy Rabbi, who has taught thee that 
innovation is contrary to law, belongs to the old school, and if 
y both be sincere in your professions, then blessed be ye, 

onest men, blessed of the Lord, who alone seeth the heart ; 
but if a modern Rabbi of more knowledge have told thee so, 
then he has belied thee. Listen! the thing is quite the reverse ; 
the dilapidated system is contrary to the law; to repair is accord - 
ing to the law; thus say Scripture, Talmud, and reason. A. 
miserable delivery without melody is sin; to chatter for pas- 
time, is sin; indifference and indolence, and a misguiding of the 
public mind, are abominable sins.” 

In chapter 16, we have the true character of zealots: ‘‘ They 
usually are uneducated and ignorant men, who may be easily 
known, by their considering as essential that which is not 
so, because they do not understand it better.” At the end of 
this chapter, the Author proposes his plan for the amelioration 
of existing evils. ‘The whole pamphlet is well worthy of a 
more comprehensive digest, than can be appended to the end 
of this letter. | D. A. 


Curious fact concerning the Jews at Barbados.—From a 
very interesting little book entitled, ‘‘ Creoleana,” ( just pub- 
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rayer in general, | 


lished by Saunders and Otley,) we learn, that during the last 


century a very singular exaction from the Jews of this island 

was put an end to, through the extreme tyranny of a military 

governor; a stretch of authority which, as is usual in such 

cases, defeated its own object. We extract the following from 
e 13:— 

“te The Assembly commenced the work of retrenchment by 
reducing the means of the Executive for supporting the dignity 
of his station. He however sought to indemnify himself by 
the most arbitrary impositions and exactions on every occasion 
where his seal or signature was to be affixed; and he carried 
his cupidity so far, that—because the Jews (then a very nume- 
rous, respectable, and wealthy body) had withheld from him 
their hitherto accustomed present of a pie to each Governor on 
his arrival—he seized upon their synagogue. and had it run 


out, intending it for barracks; the 89th regiment, then on this © 


station, having their quarters in Old Bridge-street, comprising 


the whole extent of the west side of it, from the present cabinet. | 


maker’s shop at the corner, to the foot of the bridge. Thus it 
might be said, that his Excellency had stirred up the whole 
community against himself—ladies and all, for he laid an ex- 
orbitant fee on marriage licences. But his rapacity was frus- 
trated—the people at large evaded his exactions—the fair sex 
even preferring to be ‘“‘ asked in church” rather than submit 
to an imposition on their “‘ intended,” and the Jews, knowing 
they were under the protection of British laws and not governed 
at the caprice of an arbitrary Governor, still withheld their un- 
leavened pie—composed neither of apples nor pigeons—but a 
simple crust, covering a pretty round sum in the current gold 
coin of the day. His Excellency therefore, after a few days, 
relinquished his possession to the rightful owners; but other- 
vas be relaxed none of his arbitrary measures—and what is 
most extraordinary, the Council greatly countenanced his un- 
constitutional proceedings. But at length, on the humble 
memorial of the people and their representatives, his Majesty 
was graciously pleased to recall this oppressor of his loyal 
colony, and our obnoxious Governor privately embarked with- 
out the least notice to the legislature, and remained three days 
on shipboard previous to his sailing—seeing the town, each 
successive night while he remained in the Bay, brilliantly 
illuminated on account of his dismissal—a sight which em- 
bittered his feelings, and, as it is said, caused him to shed many 
a bitter tear.” 3 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
The Conflagration at Hamburgh and the Jews.—Amid allt 


the melancholy reflections connected with this awful visitation, — 


we could not help feeling an additional pang, at the too ready 
facility with which our contemporaries of the English press 
lent currency to the false report that ‘‘ the fire originated in the 
house of a Jew;’’ adding, that “‘he was in custody, with fair 
reason for believing him an incendiary.” We are now told, that 
this was, in all its essentials, a fabrication, arising, probably, 
from the illiberal prejudice entertained towards our people in 
some continental cities. Not only private correspondence, but 
the proclamation of the Hamburgh Senate, gives the lie to the 
charge—a proclamation, moreover, not necessary for the pro- 
tection of the Jews, but of Englishmen, to whom so swebticiel an 
illustration of the character of a popular prejudice, might have 
more caution in a rumour, 

e do not find, that the same papers have observed upon the 
extraordinary exertions made by Jews in aid of the sufferers, 
though their own columns elie | that Salomon Heine, a Ham- 
burgh Jew, was the first to have his house blown up for the 
protection of others; and that, besides munificent gifts to the 
sufferers, he and others are refusing first rate paper, and nego- 
ciating only the bills of the humbler merchants, sufferers by the 
fire. These journalists also overlook the extraordinary pro- 
portion Stemeermnige | our number and means) of Jewish aid and 
contributions for the sufferers, recorded in London,* Man- 
chester,t Liverpool,} &c., not to speak of foreign cities: as 


* The first subscribers on the list, after the Steam Navigation Company, 
were the Rothschilds, and there are four Jews on the London Committee. 

+ Here, nearly half the committee are Jews. 

} The Warden of the synagogue seconded the first resolution, moved by 
the Rector of Liverpool, at the meeting to promote subscriptions. 
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evidenced in the constitution of committees, in the proceedings 
of public meetings, and in the subscription lists ;—and all this 
for general objects, notwithstanding the heavy losses sustained 
hy Hamburgh Jews, and the circumstance that two synagogues 
and a minor place of worship fell a prey to the flames.—We 
remarked, in No. XVI., upon those who only seemed disposed to 
arade ‘“‘ the Jew” when the object was to pox a hole in his 
coat;—it is, at least, consolatory to know, that however they 
may be inclined to overlook the real traits of Jewish character, 
they cannot deprive us of the satisfaction of exercising them. 

Institution for the Relief of the Indigent Blind of the Jewish 
Persuasion.—Two additional pensioners have been added to 
the list relieved by this society. | 

Synagogue, Duke's Place.—Dr. Loewe delivered a lecture 
on the second day of myyiaw in the Great Synagogue. We were 
happy to see the Synagogue crowded in every part; deducing 
from the circumstance the existence of an ardent desire for re- 
ligious instruction, and a thirst after knowledge of the real im- 

ort of our sacred religion. Dr. Loewe took his text from the 
haphtorath of the day, and divided his discourse into three 
parts, viz. ‘‘ What is the most essential means for obtaining a 

ure knowledge of religion? By what means can men secure 
bagpinees throughout life?. How are we to approach the 
Almighty on this day, on which we are to celebrate the giving of 
the holy law ?” On each of these questions, the Doctor’s re- 
marks were very appropriate, and it was only to be regretted 
that the lowness of the tone in which he spoke, must necessarily 
have deprived many of the benefit to be derived from his re- 
marks, For our own parts, having been favoured with a sight 
of the discourse, we can with pleasure reiterate the opinion we 
at first formed, which is, that incalculable benefit would accrue 
to the community, from a more frequent occurrence of the cir- 
cumstance of a lecture being delivered in our Synagogues. 
We cannot refrain from drawing the attention of our readers to 
a few points in the sermon, which appear to us very forcibly 
borne out. ‘These are, the difference between faith and doubt, 
and the influence each has on the mind and feelings; the 
various sources from which our actions emanate in childhood 
and manhood; and the folly of considering, as many do, that all 
things in this world are created solely for our use. Dr. Loewe 
dwells likewise, at some length, on the importance and necessity 
of our venerating the commands of God; and pointingout with 
great clearness how, by a too ardent zeal, Habakkuk fell into 
error by indulging too freely in his love for Israel, enforces obe- 
dience in us.—We perceive, that at the request of the Wardens 
and Cotumittee, the lecture is to be published. 

New Synagogue Hall, St. Helen’s Place.—On Saturday last, 
Dr. Benisch gave an exposition of the portion of the week, Prior 
to entering on his subject, the Dr. desired it to be understood, 
that he did not appear before the public as a lecturer, but to 
give expositions, or in other words, that he was not a preacher 
giving a discourse on a known truth, but an investigator anxious, 
on scientific principles, to discover one. He then proceeded to 
explain the laws relative to the Nazarites, defining the precise 
meaning of the terms employed by Holy Writ, and pointing out 
the nature of their connexion with the facts they illustrated. 

€ concluded by relating a short anecdote bearing on his 
subject, and as we deem it may be instructive to our readers, 
We give itas follows: Simon, the Just, said, ‘‘ 1 never ate of 


the offering of a Nazarite but once; it happened that a Nazarite 


came from the south, he was a fine looking man, and the locks 
of his hair were beautifully trimmed.” I asked him, “my 
son, what has induced thee to mar the beauty of thy hair?” 
€ answered, ‘“‘I am a shepherd to my father and have been 
accustomed to go and draw water from a spring; one day, 
seelig my image reflected in the water, my vanity was 
awakened, and would have stripped me of my happiness; but I 
said, why do I glory ina thing which is not mine, which will 
a prey to imsects and vermin, I will rather hallow it to 
faven; so I made the vow of a Nazarite.””’ When I heard 
4s, continued Simon, I instantly arose, and kissing him on 
forehead, said, ‘‘would to God there were many Nazarites 
e thee in Israel, for to such Nazarites, Scripture alludes 
when it says, ‘A man who does something extraordinary in 
making a vow.’” Numbers, chap. 6, v. 2. 
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After the exposition an animated discussion ensued.—In con- 
sequence of a misapprehension which had arisen with regard to 
the time for the commencement of these expositions, it was 
stated, that they would in future begin at half-past twelve. 

Western Synagogue, St. Alban’s Place.—The report of the 
ee Committee appointed by this Synagogue for the special 
objects before noticed, has been printed and circulated. The new 
laws and regulations adopted in consequence, are also printed, asan 
appendix to the Committee’s report. This document expresses 
approval of the assessment system, ‘‘established by the congrega- 
tions of Liverpool and Manchester, and partially in other places ;” 
but does “not calculate upon the ome yen of a sufficient ma- 
jority” to warrant the immediate and full development of the 
ga in the Western Synagogue. The committee conclude 
y a repetition of the declaration previously made, ‘that it has 
not been w:th a view to introduce any innovation into the es- 
tablished form of divine worship in this Synagogue, nor 
to abolish any religious custom or sacred observance, but 
alone with a view to expose and correct acknowledged abuses 
and incongruities, which, from time to time, have been intro- 
duced into our religious system.” 

We perceive that from the ensuing mown wen the ny are 
to be dispensed by rotation, 40 per cent. being added to the 
charge known as “‘ seat rent,” as an equivalent for the income 
previously derivable from the sale of those honours. The 
JVaw > is to be considerably shortened, and the amount de- 
clared in Hebrew exclusively. The Sabbath service is ap- 
pointed to commence at half-past eight a.m. during summer, 
and at nine o'clock during winter. All seat-holders are de- 
clared members, and eligible to honorary office,—and more 
decorum than has hitherto prevailed is to be enforced. during 
the Burial Service. The preceding, (with those already noticed, ) 
are the principal alterations recommended by the committee, and 
adopted by the Congregation. At the close of the meeting at 
which this was effected, we understand that A. A, Goidsmid, 
Esq., moved and carried the adoption of a letter to be ad- 
dressed to the other metropolitan congregations, inviting 
a conference, with a view to ascertain the practicability of 
curtailment in the present duration of divine service, and in 
order to promote a uniformity of usage therein, It is thought 
that some who supported this proposition of Mr. Goldsmid, will 
regret the so doing, in consequence of the conflicting im- 
pressions produced by it in other congregations. By many, it 
is regarded as favoring the assumption of a power by lay 
bodies, to ae¢t in such cases; and by others, it is considered as 
ill-timed, in so far as it clashes with the other attempts now 
made to obtain authorised improvement, by memorialising the 
governing bodies of the various congregations, Neither pur- 


pose appears to have been designed; but it cannot be concealed, 


that the movements of this body have been recently regarded 
with much mistrust, in consequence of the favor said to have 
been shewn towards schismatic measures, by two or three 
gentlemen who happen to hold offices of influence in this 
congregation. This influence, however, we feel bound to say, 
has, in other respects, been employed beneficially for their con- 
stituents ; and we can only lament that it should at any time have 
been supposed to subserve personal predilections. The mis- 
trust to which we have alluded, and under which the whole 
congregation suffers in public opinion, appears to be the fruit 
of a want of due circumspection on the part of two or three of 
its most active friends. Mr. Henry, late master of the Free 
school, has been elected minister of this a. ation ; his very 
appropriate enunciation of the liturgy during the recent 
festival, has given general satisfaction. The Rev. gentleman’s 
discourse on the nature and obligation of the sacred day, is un- 
derstood to have produced a favorable impression. The new 
regulations require a similar discourse every Sabbath. 
Liverpool—Hebrew Educational Institution..—We have 
lately had occasion to report favourably of this institution, and 
are unwilling to circulate exparte statements to the contrary. 
If discordant views shall continue to obstruct the single object 
of the charity,—to train Jewish youth, especially in the know- 
ledge of their religion, we shall then be sh gary compelled 
to publish what will have become a matter of history. At 


present, we have too high a respect for the members of this 
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enlightened congregation, to think they would possibly desire 
to prejudice “ cause of the charity, by any hasty or injudi- 
cious proceedings. 

The Bedjord Charity, and the Jews. (Vide No. VI., p. 45.) 
—In the town of Bedford there is a wealthy charity, founded 
by Sir W. Harpur, Lord Mayor of London, (temp. Elizabeth), 
for increasing the privileges of Edward VI.’s Grammar School, 
and for providing marriage portions, apprentice fees, benefactions 
to meritorious servants, kc. There are several Jewish families 
settled in the town, who have from time to time enjoyed the pri- 
vileges of the charity, without denial or hindrance, with one ex- 
ception, in 1821, when Mr. Michael Joseph and the elders of the 
Leadenhall-street Synagogue, petitioned Lord Chancellor Eldon 
upon the subject. The case was argued by the Attorney-Gene- 
ral, Sir S. Romily, and others, and after considerable investiga- 
tion, the Lord Chancellor decreed, that the Jews were not 
entitled to the benefits of the Harpur charity. Some years after- 
wards, Israelites who were town-born partook of the various 
privileges, and others continued to receive them down to the 

resent time. At the quarterly meeting held in April, two He- 
‘st maidens applied for the marriage portions ; the applications 
were, however, not granted, and the portions were withheld, on 
the ground, that all Jews were aliens, and not entitled to any 
of the privileges. Considerable excitement was caused, and the 
trustees eventually convened a special meeting, for the purpose 
of having the decision of a full board upon this particular 
question, 

The meeting was held on Thursday, and the chair was taken 
by the Mayor, who is a trustee wirtute officie. 

Mr. Hywne introduced the subject by presenting a petition, 
signed by upwards of 300 inhabitants, praying that portions 
might be granted to Isabella Lyon and Frances Levy, they being 
Bedford-born maidens of good fame and repute. 

The Solicitor for the Trustees attended, and read the decree 
of Lord Eldon, and also the arguments in the former case, as 
published in Swanson’s Reports. He also stated, that no appli- 
cations from Jews were entertained from that period until the 
year 1831, when he ceased to be a trustee. 

A discussion followed of a very interesting character, which 
we regret to be unable to give, at length; it will be found in ¢he 
Tunes of the 24th instant, whence we have copied the above 
extract. 

The only difficulty entertained was, that presented by Lord 
Eldon’s decision; the universal feeling being in favour of ex- 


_ tending the privileges to the Jews. Three motions on the sub- 


ject were made, that which passed by a majority of four, was the 
following, 
‘‘That it being doubtful whether the decree of Lord Chan- 


_cellor Eldon applied to the trustees acting under the present 
act of parliament, the trustees do not consider themselves called 


upon to exclude the children of Godfrey Levy, and Joseph Lyon 
from the benefits of the charity.” 

The argument used being, that the charity ought to be admi- 
nistered without reference to creed; and if any objected to 
that construction, upon them shall rest the onus of obtaining the 
Chancellor's interference. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


The Jews of Jamaica.—The space at our disposal does not 
admit our copying, at length, the series of resolutions and the 
very feeling address, presented by the two synagogues of King- 
ston, Jamaica, to Sa Charles Metcalf, on his resigninz the 
office of Governor of that Island. We have already given the 
more striking reply of his Excellency, and, as an additional tes- 
timony of the estimation in which the Jewish character is there 
held, we extract the following, which is the leading article in 
that very popular Journal, the Jamaica Despatch, of 25th 
March last. 

‘‘Our readers will perceive, that our worthy Governor, in 
his reply to the address from the English and German Jews, has 
expressed his mind without restraint or equivocation. And 
our friends of the Hebrew denomination may well feel a degree 
of honorable pride, at the manner in which his Excellency has 
alluded to those special privileges, which they enjoy in Jamaica 


alone, and cf the benefit derived from the establishing of this 
people upon a just footing. For our own part, we admire the 
and moral courage, which thus scorn equivoca- 
tion in the expression of sentiments so bold, but noble and in- 

dependent, and we reverence the spirit which gives to such 

feelings birth. The motive does honour to the head and heart 

of his Excellency; and the ayy as spoken, while exalting 
the character of our colony, will, by the contrast, give a deeper 
blush to the shame of old England.” 

Tur Jews or Prussia.—The Prankfort Gazette, of the 17th 
instant, publishes the,following refusal given to the consistory of 
the Israelites, who presented a petition to the King of Prussia, 
praying that their body might not receive an organization, as a 
private corporation, nor be subjected to special obligations, as a 
compensation for being relieved from military service. The 
following is the text of His Majesty's reply to the petition :— 
ee haseadiond to the petition addressed to the King on the 4th of 
March, His Majesty has perceived that the plan of a law relat- 
ing to the Israelites, had caused them serious alarm. His Ma- 
jesty has, in consequence, commissioned me to declare to you, 
that his intention is to adopt measures, which will relieve Israel- 
ites from the restrictions imposed on them, and will secure their 
relations with Christian communities, by giving to their private 
interests more independence and authority, through the forma- 
tion of corporations. Means will be thus afforded them, to give 
their faculties a greater development, both in their own interest 
and that of the Christian population ; but the King thinks it ne- 
cessary, to attach all those advantages to conditions, based on 
the essence of a Christian state, according to which it is not per- 
mitted to grant the Israelites any power over the Christians, or 
any privileges which would be calculated to cause a prejudice 
to the Christian communities. The preservation of the rights 
enjoyed by the Christians, must consequently counterbalance 
the suppression of these restrictions. These two objects can 
only exist united, and cannot be separated. In dispensing the 
Israelites from the obligation of military service, they will not be 
deprived of any advantage, as they may always enter the service 
voluntarily. At all events, the Israelites may calmly wait the 
results of the deliberations commanded on the subject, and they 
may depend that no amelioration will be refused them, compa- 
tible with the more general and the more elevated interests of 
society.” —De Lochow. 

| We give the above extract from the Times of the 24th inst., 
but must decline for our own parts yielding implicit confidence 
in the promises it contains, as we cannot but imagine there is 
something inimical to the interests of our continental brethren, 
concealed beneath the apparent show of friendship. In our 
next, we shall dilate upon the subject, giving our view in 
full.—Ebs. | 

Marseilles —M. Altarras, president of the Jewish Consistory, 
and M. Cohen, Avocat of the Court Royal, at Aix, took their 
departure on the 15th. inst., from Marseilles, in the-Goverment 
steamer, Charlemagne, for Algeria. Their voyage is made with 
the philanthropic object, supported by the government, of esta- 
blishing institutions for the promotion of the moral improvement 
of the Jews in the African colonies, and also for improving their 
political position. —Sun., | 

The Krug Institute-—We have received, from a corres- 

ndent at Dresden, particulars of an association which has 

een formed there, under the above title. It has forits objects, 
the defence of Judaism, and its advancement in the estimation 
of those of other creeds. We shall watch with care the pro- 
ceedings and progress of this society, and, as occasion may 
require, report thereon; giving, if necessary, a digest of its 
regulations. Our readers are doubtless aware, that the late 
Professor Krug, (whose death we announced, No. XIII.,) was 
— friend to Judaism, and a zealous advocate of the rights 
of Jews. 

Jews in America.—We have received a very friendly com- 
munication from the Mev. Isaac Leeser, of Philadelphia, in 
which he gives us some interesting particulars of our brethren 
on the other side of the Atlantic. He tells us, that there is 
some idea of ae a Jewish periodical, like the Voice 
of Jacob, in America, and complains of the want of uniformity 
there existing among the different bodies of Jews. It appears, 
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that there are about 20,000 of our nation in the United States, 
and that these are a mixture from all countries. They have no 
separate interests to maintain, being too closely allied with the 
other inhabitants of the country to form a distinct class, except 
in religious matters; though even in these, great difference pre- 
vails, in consequence of the old-fashioned prejudices that exist 
between the German, Polish, and Portuguese congregations. 
To these prejudices, the reverend gentleman attributes, in a 
great measure, the tardiness of the march of improvement 
among the American Jews; and expresses a hope, that by the 
abolition of all distinctions between Jew and Jew, the present 
insuperable barriers to a general union of interests may be 
removed. In regard to the Conversion Society, the reverend 
gentleman says, “* The Society for the Conversion of Jews, has 
heen dead these sixteen years; it died from inanition, want of 
funds, want of members, and want of converts. It flourished 
awhile before my arrival in this country. About that time :t 
was attacked, (not by me, because I was then but a mere boy,) 
by several spirited writers in newspaper paragraphs, by a 
monthly periodical published in 1824-5, called the Jew, edited 
by S.H. Jackson, of New York, a work consisting of imaginary 
letters, written by a person named Houston, and a Jew, Abra- 
ham Collins; and bya pamphlet called Tobit’s letters. Various 
other anti-Christian works appeared during and before that 
period; to one, by George Bethune English, the Hon., ni] 
the Rev.) Edward Everett, the present ambassador in England, 
wrote areply. It would be worth while to republish the whole 
series of these controversial tracts in a cheap form, if any 
eneouragement were held out from England.” Mr. Leeser 
has reason to complain of the little encouragement his works 
have met with in Great Britain. We know the high opinion 


_entertamed by our German brethren concerning them, as pub- 


lished in the Juden Zeitung, and thinking that a notice of Mr. 
Leeser’s writings would be no more than is due to his talents, 
we shall take an early opportunity of giving one. 
Hanover.—The state of the Jews in this country continues 
as it was, no means having yet been found by the Chamber, to re- 
move the rock on which hitherto, every proposition for amelio- 
rating the condition of the Jews, has split: that is to say, they 
have not yet discovered how to replace the annual deficiency 
of a few thousand dollars, which would arise in the revenue, by 
the remission of a tax now exacted only from Jews. We 
referred to this subject before in Nos. III. and IX. 
_ The Zeitung des Judenthums, (No. XV.,) gives the circular 
issued by Sir Moses Montefiore, (bearing date the 7th Feb..) 
concerning his refusal to register Mr. D. W. Marks as secretary 
to a synagogue, and also announces the completion of the trans- 
lation of Mr. Mark’s opening discourse, from which it publishes 
an extract. It likewise copies from the ‘* Voice of Jacob” 
some remarks on the Secession Congregation, to which it 
appends some reflections of its own, to the effect, that it ob- 


serves with regret the increase of the difference between the | 


members of the Western Synagogue, (Burton Street,) and 
those of the other congregations.’ ‘* That this is an object of 
the highest importance, (continues the Zettung,) is obvious. 
The hew synagogue began by proposing some alterations in 
divine service ; these the Beth Din peremptorily rejected, and 
consequently denied to the place the name of synagogue. The 
result of this refusal was, that the members of the new body at 
once threw off their allegiance to the Oral Law, professing to 
regard it merely as an historically important, but, at the same 
time, a one-sided interpretation. “Thus, so far as facts are con- 
cerned, the matter stands: as regards the religious difference, 
Owever, the case is different, for the discussion is being conti- 
nued in pamphlets and periodicals ; thus the XIIIth number of 
the “Voice of Jacob,” contains an article, which shows that 
those who deny the authenticity of the Oral Law, have no basis 
or their chronology, especially as regards the solemnization of 
assover and Yom Kippur ; and a pamphlet entitled, ‘‘ Is the 
sp wof Divine Origin, and therefore binding upon the 
ews,” has already reached a second edition. Dr. Loewe is 
engaged in translating a work by Rabbi David Nieto, in de- 
ence of the Oral Law; and it is rumoured that the Conversion 
y will take a share in the discussion, by publishing a 
Pamphlet in refutation of the above. Thus are our Britis 
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brethren divided; if it be true that, on the one hand, by far the 
greater number of the English Jews stand by Old Judaism, it 
cannot, on the other hand, be denied, that the whole affair is the 
result of an excess of zeal, which cannot understand the wants of 
the time, and which begins with suppression and denunciation, 
where only discussion and instruction should have been em- 
ee Again, experience verifies the proverb, that a party 

ecomes mighty, only by opposition moa coercion—we have 
now a second edition of the ancient division between Karaites 
and Rabbinites. * * * * How far our British brethren pos- 
sess force and ability to lead to a certain result, is yet to be 
learned: it must be confessed, for the present, that little is 
done bya mere denial (the denial of the divinity of the Oral 
Law by the seceders,) since the deduction of results, and their 
Justification, if done honestly, and without arbitrariness, in- 
volve many difficulties, and require much mature investigation. 
Would that charlatanerie, (Schwindel) and personalities were 
kept aloof from this important subject.” 


REVIEW, 


The Conciliator of R. Menasseh Ben Israel; a reconcilement 
of the apparent contradictions in Holy Scripture, &c. &c. by 


E. H. Lindo. Vol. I. London: Wertheimer and Co. 


This book will be consulted with interest by every class of 
biblical students. It cannot fail to be a painful difficulty to the 
ingenuous enquirer, that certain passages in a work allowed to 
be of Divine origin, should, by their seeming conflict, detract 
from that perfection essential to all which really emanates from 
Omniscience, The faith which satisfies him of the reality of that 
emanation, naturally ascribes the apparent defect to the insuf- 
ficiency of human apprehension, and seeks, by the aid of better 
conducted investigations, to resolve the problem. To whose 
investigations may we so safely turn, for this acceptable service, 
as to those of our own Rabbins ?—profound scholars, whose 
whole lives were devoted to the cultivation of our sacred lite- 
rature, as a religious duty ;—acute reasoners, who had to deal 
with their own national language, and who were the direct reci- 
pients of those authenticated traditions, which extended back to 
the very age in which the words were heard and understood. 

Menasseh Ben Israel, in the pious task which he undertook, 
availed himself, not only of the Lbout of his Rabbinial prede- 
cessors for ages past, but of all that had been contributed, upon 
the subjects under investigation, by the writers ofancient Greece 
and Rome, as well as by authorities in the Christian Church. 
There is a formidable array of the authors quoted in the work ; 
(Mr. Lindo gives biographical notices of them) and some one 
tion may be formed of R. Menasseh’s competence for the task, 
when we find, in the prefixed memoir of his life, that ‘“* he was 
acquainted with ten languages; a knowledge rarely attained 
even in the :resent enlightened age.” 

The very cursory glance we have as yet been able to take of 
this elaborate work, discovered, among much that is truly 
valuable, a great deal which the taste of the day will regard as 
“learned trifling” anda “ splitting of hairs.” ‘* Contradic- 
tions” are treated, which are no longer regarded as such; and 
treatises on Cabala and other such subjects are introduced, which 
have now scarcely more than an historical interest. Unless the 
translator had resolved to present selections of these ‘* Recon- 
ciliations,”” he could perhaps scarcely venture to make consi- 
derable omissions, out of mere deference to the prevailing taste ; 
but, in our humble judgment, the question No. 78*, judiciously 
interpolated by the translator himself, has a much more practi- 
cal bearing at the present day, than many of the diffuse specu- 
lations with which the work abounds, and which few but adepts 
in the Rabbinical school will duly appreciate. This, however, 
is perhaps scarcely a fair mode of estimating the labours of our 
ancestors: the philosophic Sg tee not content to measure the 
rationality of human pursuits by the standard of his own age, 
metes the very standard itself by a more comprehensive guage, 
and will readily defend the Rabbins and their literary remains, 
from the sneers of shallow observers, who fail to perceive, that 
even as the pursuits of one portion of a man’s career are despised 
in another, so will our posterity contemn the most cherished 


h ' objects for which this age toils. 
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Why should the Rabbin be more severely judged than the ma-| 


thematician, whose pursuit of even the impossible, is, except as 
individual discipline, but a fruitless pastime? But the Rabbin’s 
discipline, his severer toil as well as his relaxation, consisted in 
the study of the Scriptures, and whatever had been written 
concerning them ;—thus was it his privilege to preserve, thus 
to disseminate, them; and thus does it occur, that his literature 
presents such distasteful features to the stranger: for, while from 
that of others has been expunged all which ceased to be alluring, 
the sacred associations of Rabbinical literature protected the 
very cobwebs which ingenuity had woven thereon. 

The reconciliation of the hardening of Pharoah’s heart, with 
the biblical doctrine of free-will and human responsibility, is 
satisfactorily effected. The opinions of many are given: that 
of Arama appears to us most conclusive. The enquiry in- 
volves the consideration of Predestination as well as Free-will, 
and both are well treated. It is to be regretted that the article 
is too lengthy for our columns. J. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
To the Editor of the ‘* Voice of Jacob.” 


Sir,—In my perusal of the “ Spirit of Judaism,” much as I 
admire the pious feeling with which it is written, and the moral 
sentiments it contains, I could not but think that your review 
must have overlooked many assertions, too condemnatory of 
every parent in Israel, for the silence of those affected by the 
charge. As a mother and a daughter, I would refute the ac- 
cusation, that “ all public devotion is banished from a Jewish 
family’s domestic hearth.” This, Sir, is a hasty conclusion, 
which, as it appears to me, could only have been arrived at, 
by a very limited intercourse between the authoress and families 
of her own persuasion. 

The eulogium, so justly merited, that she bestows on her 
respected mother, might have led her to judge of others by 
that example: were, indeed, every child so neglected in relli- 
gious instruction as the ‘‘ Spirit of Judaism’”’ intimates, what 
mother would be capable of imparting to her offspring the 
hopes and consolations of our blessed faith? Where rest the 

arent’s hopes when sickness and sorrow oppress their child, 
if not on their Heavenly Father? How fervent the prayers, 
how sincere and devout the supplication, that flow from their 
hearts to the throne of mercy, for the precious one! And 
should they be blessed in seeing the rosy tint of health return- 


ing to the pallid cheek, the dim eye again brighten with its 


wonted fire; oh, who can describe the emotions, the feelings 
of gratitude to the Giver of all good, for the merc A. 
safed! And, with such feelings, what mother could neglect 
to instil such pure, such holy sentiments into the Re. of 
her beloved child! No Jewish mother, I will venture to affirm, 
but would impart to her dearest earthly treasure, the blessed 

rivilege granted by the One only true and Omnipotent God, to 
be our whole soul bare before Him; to trace His divine pro- 
mises of merey and forgiveness to all who approach Him with 
a sincere and contrite heart, and to impart the consolations to 
be derived from those promises. 

I trust these observations will not be considered as made in 
an unkindly spirit; they would but vindicate the charge of 
indifference to the religious faith and eternal welfare of our 
offspring. A Moruer 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
‘** Perverted Constructions of Scripture.’—Mr. Newman’s 
article is accepted with thanks. 
‘** Is the Oral Law of Divine Origin, &c. Contested.’’—Re- 
marks on this pamphlet are unavoidably postponed. 


TO COUNTRY READERS, &c. 


In distant congregations, it is hoped that the wardens, or 
other officers, will assist the objects of this national work, by 
arranging that their London correspondents may purchase the 
numbers soon after publication, and transmit them, in some 
convenient manner, so as to facilitate a regular distribution. 
If no more suitable plan be available, any respectable country 
bookseller can supply the means of obtaining the papers from 
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London; but the utmost possible profit on the low price 
charged for this paper, has not been found to pay agents or 
distributors, nor will it be practicable for the publisher to 
keep petty accounts, or give uncertain credit. | 

Subsertidrs of not less than half a guinea per annum towards 
the maintenance of a Jewish press, are entitled to all preceding 
numbers, free of expense, and to all future ones, per post, on 
the day of publication. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. | 
Sabbath 28th of May, 19th of jp portion of the week snbyna 
Wed. Ist of June, 23rd “ 

Sabbath 4thofJune, 27th “ 
Thurs. 9th Ist ” 


Erratum.—No. 17, page 132, col. 2, line 6, ‘for my ser- 
vant justifies, &c,”” read—‘ my righteous servant justifies, &c.” 


Marriep.—At Penzance, on the 10th inst., Mr. Philip Solo- 
mon, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, to Amelia, third daughter of Mr. 
L. Woolf, president of the Penzance Synagogue. 


Communications for “ the Proprietor,” as well as for the Editors,” 
are to be addressed to the Office, 27, Camomile Street. 


Advertisements cannot be inserted, unless sent early in the week. 
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Sold also by B. Steill, Paternoster Row, and D, Nutt, Foreign Bookseller, 158, 
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HEBREW SCHOLARS.—There is at the present 


moment a vacancy in the Brighton Congregation, where the services of a 
well educated married gentleman are required as Reader in the synagogue, to 
instruct the children of members in the Hebrew language, grammatically, and to 


discharge the duties of Secretary and Registrar. The present offers a favorable | 


opportunity to a gentleman embarking in life to establish himself respectably, 
as the congregation would give him the option of residing in the small house 
attached to the Synagogue, or they would allow him to live privately and carry on 
the business of a boarding school for Jewish youth, with which the public duties 
required of him would not in the slightest degree interfere. The most satisfactory 
references as to character and ability will be required. Applications to be 
addressed to Mr. N. Hyams, the President of tho congregation, 79, King’s Road, 
Brighton. 


PPEAL TO THE BENEVOLENT.—A respectable 


Jew, having nine children, whom he formerly supported by professional 
labours, met with a severe accident in 1836, which has, at last, completely disabled 
him, and deprived him of his wife, who has since died from the fright occasioned 
by her husband’s being brought home insensible. It is sought to raise a moderate 
sum, in order to assist him in carrying on a small business, and to preserve the 
family from the Workhouse of the town in which he resides. The Rev. Dr. Hirschel, 
5, Bury Court, St. Mary Axe, has kindly consented to receive the contributions of 
the benevolent; and a gentleman has undertaken to fulfil the stipulation of the 
proprietor of this paper—that the amount received in consequence of this advertise- 


ment, shall be carefully disbursed, so as to promote the continuous support of this 


unfortunate family. 
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EWS’ HOSPITAL, MILE END, for the Support of the 


Aged, and the Education and Employment of Youth.—The ANNIVERSARY 
FESTIVAL of this Institution will take place on Monday, June 13, at the London 
Tavern, Bishopsgate Street : 

H. R. H. the DUKE OF SUSSEX, Patron, in the Chair. 
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